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From isolated WWII internment camps to Capitol Hill, 

Aleut Story presents little-known story of Aleut Americans 

Martin Sheen narrates documentary by Seattle filmmaker Marla Williams
Aleut Story  

90 minutes

Tuesday, February 28, at 10:00 p.m. 

    SEATTLE – In February 1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which sent nearly 120,000 Japanese Americans to internment camps. That same year, in an action few Americans are aware of, U.S. officials removed nearly 900 Aleut Americans from their homes in the Aleutian and Pribilof islands and sent them to isolated camps in southeast Alaska, ostensibly out of military necessity and for the Aleuts’ protection. In the Alaskan “duration camps,” harsh conditions led to the deaths of 1 in 10 Aleuts. 

    The extraordinary, rarely told story of indigenous Alaskans’ forced internment during World War II and their subsequent fight for civil rights is told in the 90-minute documentary, Aleut Story. Written, directed and produced by Seattle filmmaker Marla Williams and narrated by EMMY® winner Martin Sheen, the film airs on KCTS Television Tuesday, February 28, at 10:00 p.m. Major funding for Aleut Story was provided by the Paul G. Allen Foundation, with additional funding from the Seattle-based Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation and Henry M. Jackson Foundation. (Please see end of press release for complete list of funders.)

    Aleut Story features compelling interviews with Aleut internment survivors—some speaking out for the first time in more than 60 years—rare archival footage, and commentary by leading historians and key national figures. Aleut Story includes powerful performances by actor John O’ Hurley (Seinfeld, Dancing with the Stars) and GRAMMY® winner Mary Youngblood.

    Filmed on location in Alaska and Washington, D.C., Aleut Story is a richly textured film that resonates with all the elements of a great human drama—war, suffering, sacrifice, faith, self-discovery and renewal. The fact that it recounts actual events makes it all the more moving.

    In 1942, as World War II reached Alaska, Aleut Americans were transferred to abysmal government camps 1,500 miles from their homes. Death was ever-present in the camps. An estimated 10 percent of the men, women and children sent to the camps would die there—a death rate comparable to that suffered by Americans in foreign prisoner-of-war camps. As the Aleuts prayed for deliverance, “friendly forces” looted their island homes and churches.                      Those who survived would fight for their rights—in the nation’s courts and on Capitol Hill. In a historic action—one that continues to influence our lives and our nation’s ideals—Aleuts joined Japanese Americans in seeking wartime reparations from the federal government. Aleut Americans prevailed, but their story remains virtually unknown to their countrymen. A powerful and provocative film, Aleut Story gives voice to Aleut Americans and serves as a poignant reminder that we must all be vigilant in defense of individual freedoms.

    Aleut Story earned a Gold Special Jury Award from the World-Fest Houston International Film Festival 2005 and was nominated as Best Documentary Feature at the 30th annual American Indian Film Festival, the world’s oldest and most recognized international film exposition dedicated to Native American cinema.

Credits: Aleut Story was produced by SprocketHeads, LLC, for the Aleutian Pribilof Heritage Group. Executive Producer: Carolyn K. Robinson. Writer/Director/Producer: Marla Williams. Director of Photography: Steven L. Rychetnik. Editors: Loren Church, Peter Coan and Steven L. Rychetnik. Associate Producer: Jessi Roullier. Contributing Writer: Amy Wilson. Composer: Alan Koshiyama. Executive Producer, Aleutian Pribilof Heritage Group: Maj. Gen. Jake Lestenkof (ret.).  

Major funding was provided by NAPT, the Rasmuson Foundation, the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Restitution Trust, and the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. Additional funding was provided by First Alaskans, Inc., Aleutians Pribilof Island Community Development Association (APICDA), Hugh and Jane Ferguson Foundation, Ounalashka Corporation, Alaska Airlines, CIRI Foundation, Aleut Corporation, At-Sea Processors Association, Atka Fisherman’s Association, Henry M. Jackson Foundation, Tanaq, and Fowler & Associates, CPA.  

Aleut Story is presented by Native American Public Telecommunications (NAPT), which receives major funding from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. The film is distributed by American Public Television. 

Resources for Press

Screeners: Please contact KCTS Press Relations, at 206.443.6798 or pmallinson@kcts.org, to request a screener of this program.

Photography: Downloadable stills are available on the APT Web site, at aptonline.org/catalog.nsf/AlphaLookup/4884A3E7F7C22832852570890056C607.

[image: image2.png]401 MERCER STREET = SEATTLE, WA 98109 = tel 206.728.6463 = fax 206.443.6691 « WWW.KCTS.ORG





